Then we need to act together to defend them,
or we might lose them.

The people who run them can only take so much ag
gravation before they get fed up and go somewhere
else.

Visitors from Bristol arrive the other evening dretestate
at about 10 pm on a Friday night. They meet agdu
about twenty hooded figures, and a broken giamidto
pot in the road, which they skirt anxiously, piditiheir
way carefully past potsherds (bits of broken pat) peo-
ple.

Were the group all male? Were they local residents
Unfortunately, no details : with a baby on boarel tou-
ple were too nervous, in too much of a hurry toéethe
scene, too grateful to arrive at their destinasafely, to
observe.

(See Readers' Letters)
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People who work on your behalf
CHESWICK GREEN RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION COMMITTEE

Officers

Natalie Sweetman (Secretary) 11 Cheswick Way 0188146
Margaret Daniels (Treasurer) 8 The Pines 015649832
Committee Members

George Burdett 17 Cheswick Way

Pat & Mike Carr (Editors) 65 Foxland Close 015648089
Emma Garfield 01564-702254

Lisa Parmar 3 Heron Close  01564-200086
lan and Barbara Sill 36 Snowshill Drive 01564-70265
Leslie Stevens 32 Snowshill Drive 01564-702925
Julia White 572 Tanworth Lane 01564-703250

The CGRA Committee usually meets at 8.00 pm inMitlage Hall on the first
Wednesday of each month. Observers are alway®wmelc
SOLIHULL BOROUGH COUNCIL

Mayor Councillor Alan Martin
Cheswick Green is in Blythe Ward of the councillytBe Ward Councillors are:

Clir Mrs Maggie. Allen  Liberal Democrat 0121-74886

Clir Brian. Burgess Conservative 01564-777600

Clir Len. Cresswell Liberal Democrat 01564-703244
Secretary is Mrs Diane Weir tel. 01564-783789 nt@ot details

are onwww.solihull.gov.uk
HOCKLEY HEATH PARISH COUNCIL

(Cheswick Green is in the area of Hockley Heath R/Bich meets on'3
Wednesday each month)
Chairman Mr Richard Holt
Councillors representing Cheswick Green:
Clir E B Brown 42 Spinney Drive B90 4HB
Clir Mrs M Pettinger 46 Coppice Walk B90 4HY
Clir Vaseem Arfan
Clir J Turvey
Councillors representing other villages:
Clirs Sandie Bates, Peter Bulcock, Peter Kennaftl Pbtts, Charles Robinson,
David Skelding, Alyson Thompson
Clerk: Mrs Diane Weir tel. 01564-783789
PATCH

Issues concerning the areas previously dealt witthé Patch Manager should
now be addressed to Solihull Council on the gertetaphone number 0121-
704-6000

MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT

Cheswick Green is in the Meriden constituency, amdMP is Caroline Spel-

marfFurther information from theww.solihull.gov.ukvebsite
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Committee Notes

Part of the Village Hall was redecorated, and sogpairs to vandalised items were
made.

At the December meeting, with Police representafitieere was a big turn out. Van-
dalism was discussed at length, with some of thiersthat could be taken by us.
(Leaflets were distributed later to all houseslmnéstate). Dispersal orders, which
would give police the power to arrest any grouphoée or more who refused to dis-
perse from the area by the shops, the surgeryhendltage hall, are being applied
for by the police.

At the January meeting it was announced that treekgain the park has been re-
paired, and that repairs so far to damage dorteeiritlage hall have cost nearly
£4,500 plus £334 to replace fire extinguishers.trydo minimize future damage a
CCTV system has been installed in the hall at & @of430.

The New Year's Eve Party was did not attract asymasidents as was hoped, and
there will be a rethink for next year.

There will be more cameras for the village hallptonitor the outside as well as the
inside. Following a meeting between Hockley HeRdinish Council and Solihull
MBC the street lighting is to be improved at thepshy Heron Close and the village
hall.

Meetings planned for February include the ResidAssciation public meeting
about Police matters on Wednesd8y & the same time as the PC Planning Commit-
tee in the next room.

The Annual General Meeting, at which we need asymesidents as possible, will
probably be on'8 May (Wednesday), but this date will be confirmatgt.

Residents may be particularly interested in themleg application to build two 3-
bedroom semi-detached houses Apparently, therbdwsan application made for
two dwellings to be built in Saxonwood Road whére five bar gate is, almost oppo-
site The Dingle. This is the third time that apption has been made to build there,
the previous two applications having been turnesrdoThe Parish Council Planning
Committee will probably have considered this atrtRebruary meeting — since the
third bedroom is in the loft space this will make houses taller than the existing 32
and 34 Saxonwood Road.

Notes from the Treasurer

The 2005 subscriptions for the Residents Assaxiaie nearly complete,



just a couple of further rounds to come in. A thignks to 20 public
spirited residents who have given their time to entle collections. We
hope to make the prize drawer shortly and the lwaikyers of the £50 first
draw and two second draws of £25 each will be gtblil.

Hockley Heath Parish Council gave a grant of £b@@ards our New Year
Celebrations in the Village Hall and thanks to ¢benmittee members who
assisted Father Christmas with his sleigh ride rmddbe village, there is

a further £200 promised as a share of the collectio

We will soon be making plans for our Summer event bave funds available
for another "Party in the Park" but could do witbnavolunteers to join us
to help make it even better than last year.

Although most of the plants were vandalised fromldrge planters around
the village, we will not be beaten and will restdbk pots in time for a
spring display.

Margaret Daniels

SouthWest France near Angouleme, Large House sddeps six comfortably,
easy access from Birmingham to Bergerac, or dhvaugh France. Contact Cafr
01564-700039 for details.

Points to Ponder Clever Fellows....

Once upon a time, ten years before Glenn wentdriid (1962, the first time, nol

1998, the second time — Ed) a Manx Shearwater livethe island of Skokholm
off the coast of Wales.

It was the breeding season and he was at the fitbshisy mate. Some scientistg
perpetrated an act of beastly cruelty. They tdak hinged him, and sent him td
Boston, Massachusetts.

There he was released, and twelve and a half dégtsHe turned up at his nest tn
Skokholm. The fourteen-inch bird had flown at te5950 miles, that is the greft
circle distance, (the shortest possible route — &bout 250 miles per day.
Without a compass, without a map, without radioaatar, without television,
without a rocket, without liquid oxygen and keroserwithout good wishes and
without his own consent. Above all, without heier from another Manx Shegr-
water.
Think on one other thing. The boffins understar dohn Glenn got three timgs
round the world. They have no idea how the She@nvgt from Boston Mass
chusetts to Skokholm Wales.

Clever fellows, these men.

With acknowledgements to Readers Digest, and tdr&oball




Readers’ Letters

Dear Editors,

It was my son and daughter-in-law who were involirethe incident on the front
page (“Beleaguered”). The lad is over six feet #ifitglen stone, an ex-Rugby
player, and his wife is a trained social workepschaps more accustomed to
dealing with some of our more difficult citizensjtlwhen they reached the house
they were too scared to talk about it, and didahtto call the police. Until re-
cently they have lived in another European counthgre the scary armed police,
the packs of roaming dogs, and the rotweilers gngrelvery front garden made
England seem safe.

When | lived in Falmouth, in Cornwall, | felt liglsympathy for the ladies who
were reluctant to go down-town at night. Now | cae that | was only brave in
ignorance. So who were these people? Not a sglaoty, in crocodile; not a
group of Scouts or Army Cadets; not the local patisiteam; not even a bunch
of football supporters, there wasn't a scarf ool of beer in sight, nor any sign
of people enjoying themselves. The hoodies arepofse, a fashion item, just as
much as stiletto heels or bare midriffs; but thieyiatimidating as well. Probably
not worth trying to explain to young men that ttsttyke fear into our hearts when
a group of them are hiding their faces.

But some twenty of them! Where were they goingl, what were they going to
do when they got there? What would you do if, onryway home from the pub,
or from visiting a neighbour, you came face to fadh them? In fact what
would a pair of policemen done? Turn the other aag leg it, or walk away
trying to look inconspicuous? Even in a car a grthat large would seem men-
acing. Would it help to have a police whistleagvocket siren, or some Chinese
firecrackers, or a cudgel? I'm getting ridicultwse, and besides, when a whis-
tle, an alarm, or some fireworks go off, nobody esrto investigate — it's too
commonplace (or too dangerous).

When a neighbour's alarm went off at midnight agaimat 3.30 am there was no
response other than me peering through the bednedicurtains safe in the
knowledge that | can't be seen, and it doesn't $edr@ my house that could have
trouble. Should I have called the police? Or Wwasst a stray cat or badger set-
ting it off — | couldn't see anyone. So shall | getcording CCTV so that there is
some evidence for the police in the morning?

Did you see the article in the local paper, byl#ity who was in a Spar shop,
during the day, when about fifteen youngsters (4§e$5 she said) walked in,
helped themselves, and walked out again. She wasily one who spoke up,
and got pelted with food for her pains. Latertlo&way home on the bus, sev-
eral of the same group got on the bus, stole adddyndbag and a man's mobile
phone, and got off again: no-one said or did angtlother than her boyfriend
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informing the bus driver.

It doesn't inspire confidence! The police are desf@ to avoid the vigilante solu-
tion, but | don't see that there are enough pesptzwould join in, anyway. In
the USA, with Uzi machine-guns freely availablenight be different.

But Cheswick Green is countrified. It is middless. It used to feel safe to

Yours etc.
(Name and address supplied)

Dear Editors

| was pleased (and surprised) to see you publishelgtter. My friend in South-
ampton learned of the letter through his mother giiiblives on the village.l was
pleased to learn she is still reading the magazine.

They both may have even more interesting storigsyasiend had no-one his
age to befriend when he first moved onto the vdlag1969!! | shall contact him
and ask if he or his mother would like to contrédtd a future publication.

Regards
Phil Horne

P.S. My friend has replied, but only to say themmhing was there were no
shops when he moved in! He used to have to gmtth newsagents to buy
sweets etc. He also did a paper round, so had to jorth's to pick up the pa-
pers.

For the record : North's Newsageents was the fomrh of a house on the Strat-
ford Road. The first house past Creynolds Lane.



Local Information

In the Village Hall

Beat Surgery (Combined committee of Police, Pafishncil and Residents
Association):
Temporarily suspended — it is not known if or wiitamill be resumed.

The Mobile Libraryis outside the shops on Saturdays from 9.15 t8018m

Cheswick Green PreSchool Playgrouimder-5s and Under-2s : these groups are for
accompaniedahildren :
‘Twos Group’  for under-5s on Mondays 1.00 — 3.00 pm

‘Toddlers’ for under-2s on Fridays 9.30 — 11.00 am
both are on a ‘Drop-In’ basis — contact Lesley@5-162266
or Rochelle 07870-206651

Youth Club Meets each Friday evening from 7.30pm-9.30pm
Age range 10-15 years

Simone School of DanceTuesdays and Saturdays in the Village Hall — Afges
3 to adults, most types of dancing taught :batlégt, free-style, modern
jazz, rock-and-roll, gymnastic dance — times td the students

Ring Simone Walker 0121-451-3085

Dog training— ‘Wagging Tails’ on Tuesdays and Wednesdays, Puafgsses, Be-
ginners up to Gold classes for all ages of dogitivedraining used at all
levels — julia@waggingtails.co.uk, websitevw.waggingtails.co.uk

Spanish Classefor children - Mondays 4.00 — 5.00 pm, contacé@-703640
(Interested adults may also contact the above)

Brownies— Mondays 6.00 pm
Rainbows- Wednesdays 6.00 pm

Ballroom Dancing- Mondays 8.00 — 10.00 pm

Other phone numbers:

Anti-Graffiti Hotline 0800-783-8899
Community Drugs Line 0800-783-8899
Police_non-emergency 0845-113-5000



Cheswick Green in the Seventies Il

Planning Matters Galore

The Village Hall

At the Residents’ Association 1973 Annual Generakhlihg, its constitution was
changed so that it could become a charity and copgsty. At that meeting detailed
plans and drawings of the proposed Village Hallevavealed and put on display.
The Hall was designed to blend in with the existingdings, and although outline
permission had been granted the Association wastiatigg to build it further away
from existing housing.

200 Additional Houses

During 1972 Greaves had applied for planning pesiorsto build more houses on
three sites to extend the size of the village. [6al authority had refused, but the
matter was taken to appeal. The decision of theapmme through in 1973 and
Greaves were granted permission for developmetworof the sites. They would
form a strip of development around the northern @frtthe village. The reasons for
grantmg the appeal were:

The strong possibility of large scale housing depeient within the next ten

years.

The continued demand for housing.

The readily available services.

The resulting effect of housing on the surroundinga being considered

limited.

What was a little hypocritical at the time was thet that the Resident’s Association
had led a campaign against any further developate@heswick Green, had created a
petition and urged residents to write letters agjdinand yet when the result was an-
nounced the same people said,

..... and our new neighbours will be a valuable additio the Associa-
tion, helping to speed up the financial needs ef\tiilage Hall.

But the residents of the village were about to thelsting in the tail of the appeal
decision. It very soon became apparent that asopéne new development the an-
cient Mount itself was to be flattened and housek bpon its ‘grave’. Greaves had
used the existence of the ‘Saxon Settlement’ igdtss literature and had named
roads to perpetuate the historic atmosphere, brg m@w telling everyone that it was
just a useless feature that had served its pugrudshould be swept away in order for
them to ‘make more money’.



This started a hectic few months during which #sidents of Cheswick Green fought
and lost a valiant ‘SAVE THE MOUNT CAMPAIGN'. Thiellowed coverage on
both local and national television, press and radi®0 signatures on a petition — let-
ters to Government Ministers, barricades were lamitt human chains defied the dig-
gers. The residents managed to achieve a stayeotigan for a month whilst War-
wick University Archaeology Department conducteauaried archaeological survey
of the site, which predictably ‘proved’ that thavas nothing of interest worth saving.

The fight was lost, 60% of the Mount was flattea@d houses were built and Hunts-
mans Point came into being. But Greaves had damagélves no good at all, they
had said some very ungracious things about thelpedphe village during the cam-
paign which had severely damaged their public imAgeost valuable part of our
heritage had been destroyed; it was a sad dapdocdmmunity.

The Structure Plan
At this time the Local Authorities in the Midlande&re busy producing their Structure

Plans including future development in their respvecareas. Three had very different
proposals for the area around Cheswick Green.

Warwickshire County Council proposed to fill in theea between Shirley
and Cheswick Green (called USP 6) with housindBf600 people by 1986.
Solihull proposed that the area between Shirleytdmckley Heath should
absorb an extra population of 17,000 people by 1986

Birmingham was pressing for more than 17,000; thagted an Earlswood
New Town to house 68,000 people.

Not all Bad News

But 1973 was not all bad news, September saw tsieGheswick Green Fayre, held
on the Village Green, with Morris Dancers, two bara Fashion Show, a Broadcast
Studio for Radio Cheswick Green and a Market flimrgegoods. The weather was
fine and the Fayre raised some £350 towards tHagélHall Fund.

Although Cheswick Green School had not yet beel iblsiHead Teacher, Mrs June
Clarke, who at that time was Head of Catherine-d&aBs School in Solihull, was
appointed.

Changes for the Better

The next year, 1974, was one which was to bringgba which would affect the Vil-
lage.

Boundary Changes in April, bringing Cheswick Gread Hockley Heath
back into Solihull.
The building of Cheswick Green Primary School.
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The building of the Public House in the Village.
The hope that the Village roads and footpaths wéinklly be completed.

The boundary changes meant that new Secondary Sdfittven would go to the
local Alderbrook School and the Harold Malley anaréld Cartwright Schools.
Those already being bussed to Henley-in-Arden dratf8rd-upon-Avon would con-
tinue to do so until they left full-time education.

In January, parents met the Solihull Director ofi€ation and the newly appointed
Head of Cheswick Green Primary School, Mrs Junek€lal he new school was
opened on Monday 30and the Reception Class transferred from St F&rigalter
Street School. The rest of the Infants and Juni@re moved in September. Salter
Street lost about 50% of its infants at that tianed one teacher, Mrs Cresswell, who
transferred with them. Mrs Clarke wrote:

The doors of the school stood open. In ones and thefirst children
stepped shyly and tentatively across the threstiokdhing the hands of
anxious parents. They found themselves in a brajtgerful classroom.
They found some plasticine to model with, theydqaper and crayons
so they drew pictures, they played in the housearpthey made pic-
tures with sticky paper — mothers gradually disagmee. The children
listened to stories, they said rhymes, they witbiey played with sand,
they ran and jumped and skipped. And at half gasgtthey ran out to
waiting mothers to tell them all about it. So endlea first day of life at
our Village School.

A new school is very much like a new house. Thetfwe has not all
arrived, the curtains have yet to be made, thesnatbk bare and
empty, the rooms not in use stand cold and echdifggneed to make it
our school by working in it, putting our work oretiwalls, showing our
models, painting our own pictures, acting playsdar families, letting
the hall ring with the sound of our music and simgi

We would like the school to be not only for thédrbn but a centre of
interest for everyone. We hope that you will suppad encourage the
work that goes on there. We look forward to a hagggociation with
the Village of Cheswick Green.

There was a great deal of discussion within thernanity as to the name of the new
Pub about to be built adjacent to the shops; bets ¥aid. Suggestions were, ‘The
Mount Inn’, ‘The Red Lion’, ‘The Pink Panther’, afichm those who believed that
the building would last forever in the village, ‘@Bull Dozer’ was the leading con-
tender, along with ‘The White Elephant’.
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The Public House eventually opened to a thirstiagé at noon on Wednesday 1
May; the Mayor of Solihull, Councillor Gibbons sessfully pulled the first pint and
he declared,

We all know what American Prohibition did — no goddatsoever —
Cheers!

The pub was named predictably perhaps, ‘The Saxah'was run by Pete Watson
and his wife Doreen, who had moved from ‘The Bujjdio Leamington Spa. They
were to remain in the Village for two years, leayin April 1976.

The young mothers of Cheswick Green waved a forelmell to Mrs Norah Idle on
Monday 17" June. She had been their former Warwickshire Ha4kKitor. She was
presented with a silver tray and a bouquet in reitimyp of her work with mums and
children in the Village. Young Douglas Reed, ong¢hef first boys born in the Village,
presented the tray to Mrs Idle on behalf of eveeyd@he was thanked for her invalu-
able and generous help and support given to newshauna children. The presentation
took place in the new school.

The Association were concerned again with childsesaifety, on this occasion it was
the footpath on Salter Street between the SchabVécarage Road. It was a narrow,
rough path with no kerbstones, the Hawthorne hedrgeencroaching and the speed
of the traffic was unrestricted. This all resultach number of nhear misses which wor-
ried parents, who called upon the Parish Coundihfarove it.

In November 1974 the Residents’ Association Conaaittonsidered a suggestion for
the re-siting of the Village Hall on the redund&etwvage Works Site. But this was
depended upon the existing Recreation Ground lgisagted planning permission for
some 20 terrace type bungalows. An Extraordinanye®sd Meeting was called for
residents of the village to express their opinibime meeting rejected the proposal
overwhelmingly.

In December, following a Carol Service, attendedbgr 250 people, at the new
Saxon Public House, it was proposed to hold requarsectarian Sunday Services in
the Village Hall for the benefit of the communifyhus ‘The Cheswick Green Family
Church’ was born. It later moved to the School Hadl there was additional accom-
modation for Sunday School Classes.

A book containing a great deal of information about predern Cheswick, the
Mount Estate, the Pleasure Grounds, Hockley H&aHswood, Monkspath and the
surrounding area is available at the Post Offiteyad bookshops, and of course
from the authorTanworth in Arden — An Introduction to the History of the An-
cient Parish, price £14.95.
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JESSEXPRESS

Cheswick Green Post Office
01564 702856
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Google—eartH

Do you know about GoogleEarth? If you do, thenedsieed to say any more. But for those of you
who haven't seen it yet, please let me tell yaittla bit about it.

Of course, you need a computer connected to tleenlet (doesn't everything need that these days?)

And it needs to be fairly modern (perhaps less thanyears old? And your internet connection
needs to be broadband.

Then all you need to do is go to Googlemv.google.co.ukamd enter google earth
and follow the instructions. Of course it is FREE

What you get is a globe on your screen and yowchanse anywhere on the globe, zoom in, and see
exactly what the place looks like. The amount d&ilgou can see varies, it must depend on
whether a satellite picture or film from an airtriafbeing used, but luckily for us Cheswick Green

is on really high definition, you can see the bssineyour garden, your car in the drive, and proba-
bly the children's toys if you left them out on theey that the pictures were taken.

| can see my son's house in Portugal, just soutlisbbn. | can see the boats on the inland water-
way-river junction at Stourport. | can see eveirygh

A point of interest is, When were the pictures tekeAt my house the bushes in the front garden on
Google Earth were actually uprooted a year agee pitture at the bottom of the page shows a
house which has been extensively improved sinceittiare was taken.

Why don't we work together to find out the agehsf picture: | say, taken before Spring 05. What
can you find out from the picture of your house gadden?

(Apologies for this picture being in black-and-vehit of course Google Earth is in glorious colour)
And can you identify the house in the picture?
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Editors’ page

New year, new resolutions? Each year Mike resdlvd®ep his records, for the
tax-man, for the magazine, for his work, etc., meygtematically. And each
year, needless to say, the records get more mixeandl less organised, as well
as of course piling even higher.....

And we missed the New Year's Eve party, throughdpaiway in Cornwall,
which was a great pity, seems we missed a great do.

Mike has, however, had another go at the currexste;rSudoku, thanks to a
book with an introduction; now it takes him lebart half-an-hour to do an
'‘Easy' one. He hasn't tried the more difficultoyet. And he has discovered,
via the internet, how it should be pronounced, ih#tyou favour the way it
would be pronounced by a Japanese : it is 'soo-dotwith equal stress on all
three syllables. So, of course, he has re-insthdompetition page with an
easy one.

Sorry to hear that the Vice-Chair of the Residéssociation has resigned,
leaving us at the moment with neither Chair or M&teair. We are very grateful
that our Secretary and our Treasurer are still &@ay away. We need more
strength on the Committee: perhaps we could peessache of the many who
came to the meeting with the Police representatastdDecember..........

At the time of writing the forecast was for a hilyecold February — by the time
you read this you will know whether it happenedwiether we escaped more
lightly.

lan Sill and others have put a CCTV system in tillage Hall; and we are hop-
ing that it will help us to go on enjoying the hidat people on this estate
worked so hard to get and to maintain, and pertégh®ut quite so much ex-
penditure on repairs (see Committee Notes on page 3

Subscription rates to the Cheswick Green Residekgsociation:
Per Household—£3 per year, Pensioners £2 per year
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Competitions Page

Sudoku

We have learned to do the puzzles! The puzzlearptevious issue was, to us,
moderately difficult, it took Mike 22 minutes tolge. So here is an easier one,
that can be solved by straightforward slicing aiwihd (that is, looking along a
set of three rows, or looking down a set of thr@lermns). And remember the
rules — one of each number in every row, everyroaluand every 3 x 3 small
box.

Hints : Look along the top 3 boxes: there is a numbierthe first and second
boxes, but not in the third one. Now considerttitee rows, the first box has
the 1 in the bottom (third) row, the second boxth&sl in the middle (second)
row, so the third box needs the 1 in the top {figtv — there is only one space
left in that row, so it has to go in the top rigtethd corner. Now the number 2 —
the middle box needs one, and it has to go in ildelsrow, and can't go in the
middle slot because that column (column 5 of thele/puzzle) already has a 2
in it, down in row 6 — so the 2 has to go in rolw& column 6.

Now look along the second 3 boxes (rows 4,5 anth@)number 3 is missing
from the first box, and has to go in row 5 (3sha bther two boxes in rows 4
and 6) and can't go in column 3 because theredadl a 3 in column 3, so it
has to go in column 1. So we arrive at the paryeadpicture on the right.

So keep looking for missing numbers that can oolyngone spot......

Sudoku puzzle Puzzle part completed
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CHARTERED
PHYSIOTHERAPIST

Member of Health Professional Cound|l

Julia Kilby 07929-739518

JESS EXPRESS GREYSTONE
Specialist Drv Cl DECORATORS
pecialist Dry Cleaners The Guild of Master Craftsmen
and Launderers call John 0121 359 3455
Cheswick Green Post Office Or Peter 0121 384 7376
01564-702856 or see our display advert

PLUMBING AND HEATING
Installation, Servicing & Repairs

Corgi Registered
Stephen Smith 01564 200119

Copy: if you have anything you would like considered foblication,
please send it to The Editors — either the bokénRost Office, or phone
01564-700039, or email to editors@mcarr.demon.co.uk

# " $% #

Ro
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