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No need to go to the US of A to see beautiful au-
tumn colours in the woods – indeed tourists are 
flocking here to the West Midlands because global 
warming has altered our trees’ behaviour so much!  
So look around and enjoy the sights here at home. 
 

Party Success 
The Party in the Park on Saturday 9th July was a 
huge success.  We were so lucky to have a beauti-
ful summer evening, a host of busy helpers, and an 
excellent band – The Maestros Steel Band.  And of  
course the punters – all of you – who came and en-
joyed yourselves.  The only small disappointment 
for me was that the steel band was so good that we 
didn’t hear nearly enough from the DJ  and his 
awesome equipment. 

The next family party is on New Year’s Eve, in the 
Village Hall, and never mind the weather…… 
Disco by the famous James Sill.  All welcome. 
Tickets £10 (children under 14 £5) from 36 Snow-
shill Drive, 702653 
Buffet provided – but please bring your own drinks 

The New England 
of Britain 
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People who work on your behalf 

CHESWICK GREEN RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION COMMITTEE 

Officers 
Brian Brown (Acting-Chairperson) 42 Spinney Drive 01564-703161 
Natalie Sweetman (Secretary) 11 Cheswick Way 01564-200146 
Margaret Daniels (Treasurer) 8 The Pines 01564-703298 

Committee Members 
George Burdett 17 Cheswick Way 
Pat & Mike Carr (Editors) 65 Foxland Close 01564-700039 
Emma Garfield     21 Glenwood Drive 01564-
702254 
Lisa Parmar 3 Heron Close 01564-200086 
Ian and Barbara Sill 36 Snowshill Drive 01564-702653 
Leslie Stevens 32 Snowshill Drive 01564-702925 
Julia White 572 Tanworth Lane 01564-703250 

The CGRA Committee usually meets at 8.00 pm in the Village Hall on the first 
Wednesday of each month.  Observers are always welcome. 

SOLIHULL BOROUGH COUNCIL 
Mayor Councillor Alan Martin 
Cheswick Green is in Blythe Ward of the council:  Blythe Ward Councillors are: 
M. Allen Liberal Democrat          Contact details on www.solihull.gov.uk 
B. Burgess Conservative 
L. Cresswell Liberal Democrat 
Secretary  is Mrs D Weir 

HOCKLEY HEATH PARISH COUNCIL 
(Cheswick Green is in the area of Hockley Heath P.C.) 
Chairman Mr Len Cresswell 
Councillors representing Cheswick Green: 
Cllr E B Brown  42 Spinney Drive B90 4HB 
Cllr Mrs M Pettinger 46 Coppice Walk B90 4HY 
Cllr Vaseem Arfan  
Cllr J Turvey 
Please contact via the Clerk: 
30 Brockhurst Lane  Dickens Heath, Solihull  B90 1RG 

PATCH 
Cheswick Green comes under Patch Manager Jo Williams, 0121-704-6783 

   MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT 
Cheswick Green is in the Meriden constituency, and our MP is Caroline Spelman 
 
Information from the www.solihull.gov.uk website 



3 

IN MY VIEW 

By the Vice Chairperson of Cheswick Green Residents Asso-
ciation 

BENEFIT FROM YOUR RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION 

Committee members of Cheswick Green Residents Association strive hard to im-
prove the quality of life within Cheswick Green. In addition to the committee there 
are many supporters who assist with such matters as the magazine production 
and distribution, subscriptions collection and help with activities such as the Party 
in the Park, annual Fete and New Years Eve Party. These activities are for all resi-
dents to enjoy. Any small surplus income is used to bolster the funds of the As-
sociation for the provision of facilities within the village. 

At our monthly meetings we regularly consider matters relating to the play areas 
and facilities, the Village Hall, area by the shops, Planning Applications, Policing 
matters, Britain in Bloom and forthcoming events. We also consider other matters 
that may have an impact upon the village such as the proposed Motorway Service 
Area at Junction 4 of the M42, further development of Blythe Valley Park, the fu-
ture `rounding' of Cheswick Green with housing development, proposed develop-
ment along Vicarage Road, street lighting, mobile telephone masts, traffic calming 
measures, public footpaths and the like. 

Matters discussed at our meetings are actioned. This may be physical implemen-
tation, telephone calls, letters or other communications with relevant authorities 
and organisations. The support of Hockley Heath Parish Council is sought when 
required, with whom we have a good rapport. 

Residents who have issues relating to Cheswick Green should make their own 
representations and seek the support of the Residents Association at any of its 
monthly Committee Meetings. Direct input at meetings is always helpful. There 
has been occasion when the Residents Association has been required to provide 
written proof that it is representing the views of local residents. 

Cheswick Green Residents Association meets on the first Wednesday of each 
month at 8.00 pm at the Village Hall. Residents are always welcome to attend at 
our meetings. We need more volunteers. We are all volunteers and meet in a re-
laxed informal manner. 

Brian Brown 

Points to Ponder* 
1. Life on earth is expensive, but it does include a free trip  around the sun every 

year. 
2. How long a minute is depends on which side of the bathroom door you are. 
3. Happiness comes through doors you didn’t know you had left open. 
4. Notice how people who are late are much jollier than those who have had to wait 

for them 
5. If Asda is lowering prices every day, how come nothing is free yet? 
6. Some mistakes are much too much fun to make only once. 
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That Cheswick Magic 
I grew up in Cheswick Green in the 1970s : new recruits to a new village.  
Looking back it was an idyllic childhood: dens on the Mount, pond dipping 
in the stream, swimming in the perch ponds, village fetes and families 
thriving in a happy and safe environment; a strong and close-knit commu-
nity. 
At the age of 18 along with many other young people I felt a need to ex-
plore the world, move on to pastures new for new experiences and the 
thrill of the fast life.  During my years away I often looked back and won-
dered if my childhood memories were seen through rose-tinted glasses. 
However, when I was planning on creating little beings of my own I felt a 
strong urge: a calling : back to  CHESWICK GREEN, so my children 
could experience that CHESWICK MAGIC!  Along with many others I 
did return to raise my family and must say I have not been disappointed. 
Two years ago my family experience the unbearable loss of our baby, 
Charlie, who was still-born.  The CHESWICK GREEN community over-
whelmed and deeply touched us with their love and support at this time. 
This confirmed why I had returned and that I had not reminisced unrealisti-
cally, but that Cheswick still had that strong sense of community, and its’ 
magic! 
Let’s hope that generation after generation return to raise their families, 
and let’s remember how lucky we are to live in a community that stands 
out so well amongst others.  But most of all let’s strive to pull together and 
keep that magic alive for our children. 

Victoria Davidson 
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Friday night special….. 
 
Lots of us like to enjoy ourselves on a Friday night  But. Why do some 
people have to break things and spoil things?  A few weeks ago the back 
windows of the Doctors’ Surgery were smashed.  Then all the glass in the 
telephone kiosk was broken. Just recently a serious attempt to burn down 
the Village Hall was, fortunately, unsuccessful.   
 
All these happened on Friday nights, along with broken flower urns and 
all manner of minor damage. 
 
Criminal damage is a criminal offence.  So the perps (perpetrators) are 
criminals – not just yobs, or vandals, but criminals 
 
Should the community just ignore what is going on and accept that this is 
the way things are at this time.? 
 
. – Surely there are enough decent folk living in Cheswick Green who 
don’t want this kind of destruction threatening us week after week. 
 
The Residents Association are looking for suggestions. 
 
Please contact any member of the committee or put your thoughts into 
writing and leave in the box provided in the local Post Office. 
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Local Information 
In the Village Hall 
Beat Surgery (Combined committee of Police, Parish Council and Residents As-

sociation: 
 Temporarily suspended 
 
The Mobile Library is outside the shops on Saturdays from 9.15 to 10.30 am 
 
Cheswick Green PreSchool Playgroup: Under-5s and Under-2s : these groups are 

for accompanied children : 
‘Twos Group’ for under-5s on Mondays 1.00 – 3.00 pm 
‘Toddlers’  for under-2s on Fridays 9.30 – 11.00 am 
both are on a ‘Drop-In’ basis – contact  Lesley 07796-162266 

   or  Rochelle 07870-206651 
  
Youth Club:  Meets each Friday evening from 7.30pm-9.30pm 
  Age range 10-15 years 
Simone School of Dance : Tuesdays and Saturdays in the Village Hall – Ages 

from 3 to adults, most types of dancing taught :ballet, tap, free-style, 
modern jazz, rock-and-roll, gymnastic dance – times to suit the students 

Ring Simone Walker 0121-451-3085 
 
Dog training – ‘Wagging Tails’ on Tuesdays and Wednesdays, puppy and kennel 

training for dogs in good condition – julia@waggingtails.co.uk, website 
www.waggingtails.co.uk 

 
Spanish Classes, Mondays 4.00 – 5.00 pm, contact 01564-703640 
 
Brownies – Mondays 6.00 pm 
 
Rainbows – Wednesdays 6.00 pm 
 
Ballroom Dancing – Mondays 8.00 – 10.00 pm 
 
Other phone numbers: 
 Anti-Graffiti Hotline  0800-783-8899 
 Community Drugs Line   0800-783-8899 
 Police non-emergency  0845-113-5000 
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Readers’ Letters 
Dear editors, 
Please pass on my thanks to John Pettinger for his wonderful recollection and walk 
down memory lane.  I also remember Cheswick Green before buses. The shops 
were open when I moved in 1972 with my mom, dad and two brothers. 
The annual bonfire and firework display used to be held on the site where The 
Saxon is built. Then it was moved to the playing field. I also remember the village 
hall being built. The Saxon was originally going to be called The Red Lion, but I 
was glad the name was changed as it is far more relevant. 
Did you know that Coppice Walk and Coppice Close was originally signposted 
"Little Cheswick" ? 
My wife also grew up on Cheswick Green and was the first person to hold a birth-
day party in the village hall. I think her party was the first booking ever. When she 
was at school in Henley, she did a Village Study on Cheswick Green.  We re-
trieved it from the loft to show our daughters when we moved back to Cheswick 
Green six and a half years ago. 
I was surprised John Pettinger had not made any reference to the "Save The Mount 
Campaign" which was organised by some of the then committee members. I re-
member building barricades across the entrance into the mount and forming a hu-
man wall in front of the diggers. 
I spent many happy hours on the mount, building dens and playing "kick the 
bucket". We had a zip wire across the moat. It was ruined when the builders tore 
it's heart out and annoying to think it was all for a few houses. I also remember the 
shacks that John referred to. There was one particularly interesting wooden house 
on the corner of Saxonwood Road and Cheswick Way.  It had obviously belonged 
to an artist, as the loft was a studio - full of  paintings. It was horrible when the 
ulldozers ripped it down. 
I went to Salter Street/St Patrick’s School - and remember running home with  
my brother during an electric storm. Lightning struck the ground between me  
and my brother as we ran. I watched Cheswick Green school being built, as I  
lived right opposite then. My mom was a dinner lady there. 
When I was about 16, I remember attempting to get served to alcohol in The Bulls 
Head. As I am "vertically challenged", it was quite funny trying to see over the 
highest bar in Britain. 
I am pleased that Cheswick Green has retained its village feel and the fact that so 
many people who grew up here have returned to raise their own families. Let's 
hope the developers do not get their hands on the "brown belt" that skirts us. I 
would hate to see us "tacked-on" to Dickens Heath! 
Keep up the good work with the Cheswick Green News. 
Regards              Phil Horne 



8 

Cheswick Green in the Seventies 

Ill-considered Planning 
Development of the modern village replaced the old Mount Estate and progressed in 
five phases. Phase 1 was completed by the middle of 1970 and the demand for dwell-
ings spurred the progress of building work. This took place in a generally south to 
north direction, gradually filling in the area defined by the ‘inset area’ which governed 
the size and elongated shape of the new village. The ‘inset area’ refers back to the War-
wickshire Development Plan of 1960, which contained Green Belt proposals for the 
County. Existing settlements were however excluded from designation and were indi-
cated as ‘inset’. In the case of Cheswick Green, the inset boundary was drawn loosely 
around the old scattered settlement of shacks and other small dwellings on the Mount 
Estate, but it also embraced the ribbon of development fronting Creynolds Lane up to 
the A34. 
 
Later however, when consent was granted by Stratford-upon-Avon RDC for the rede-
velopment of the old settlement of largely substandard dwellings to be replaced by 
modern houses, no consideration was given to altering the size or shape of the inset 
plan. 
 
Redevelopment was carried out by a single private developer, and whilst the notion of 
a self-contained new village was laudable, it was the rather arbitrary drawing of the 
inset boundary that determined the size and shape of the village, rather than any con-
cept of optimum settlement size to support a range of services/amenities.  
 
Greaves saw their ‘Village of the Seventies’ as a show model village, with dwellings 
representing those found in a traditional English Village; they ranged from the 
‘labourer’s cottages’, to the ‘manor houses’. Prices in the first phases ranged from 
£4,345 to £8,750. Demand was so great that all the houses offered in Phase 1 were sold 
out in two days, and thereafter a waiting list was created. 
 
Traditional villages have a varied housing stock, built up over many years, in terms of 
size, type and style of dwellings. But the particular circumstances, under which Ches-
wick Green Village was created, where all the dwellings were built at the same time, 
are largely responsible for an imbalance in the type and size of its housing stock. The 
types and sizes of the houses were built almost to demand. The new village was attrac-
tive to young families and hence the demand for smaller size houses predominated. 
The original planning decisions were later criticised by the ‘The Cheswick Green Vil-
lage Study’, produced by Solihull Council some years later: 
 

The developer of the modern village, in supplying popular demand at the time of 
redevelopment of the old settlement, provided a predominance of semi-detached 
dwellings and detached dwellings which attracted a relatively young popula-
tion. The concentration on such a narrow range of dwellings can be seen as a 
threat to the evolution of a balanced community in that eventually an aging 
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population may produce a considerable demand for specialised facilities includ-
ing housing for the aged. Conversely, it is generally difficult for young people 
as first-time buyers to find appropriate accommodation in the village. The gen-
eral lack of larger accommodation, notably four bed detached, gives little op-
portunity in the village for people to ‘trade up’. The developer also showed little 
inspiration either in the use of materials for his houses, or in their individual 
design… 
 
There are benefits that would accrue to the village from a greater variety in 
housing types, greater variety in layout; greater variety in design; and the re-
tention or expansion of existing shops and services. The implication is that this 
would obviously mean some expansion to the village…. 
 
If the village is to evolve into a strong community, as distinct from a housing 
estate in the country, some growth seems inescapable. 
 

So the new village was not an ideal shape or size, nor had it an ideal mix of types of 
dwelling and what it did have were all of the same design. But that was what it was and 
its residents loved it. 

The Developing Community 
 
Early residents of Cheswick Green were keen to improve the village and obtain facili-
ties for the community as a whole to enjoy. To this end there were many fund raising 
functions which provided entertainment developed a community spirit as well as the 
funds needed to provide what was needed in the village. 
 
The Residents’ Association Committee contained people who were able to and pre-
pared to apply pressure upon the reluctant developers and public utilities to get things 
done.  
 
For the first few years there was no separate Cheswick Green Fete, the promised Rec-
reation Ground was not ready. The village joined with the existing and popular Earls-
wood events including St Patrick’s Church and School Annual Show. In the 1971 
Show the attractions included Children’s Dancing, Dog Training Display, Tug-o-war, 
and Clay Pigeon Shooting. There was a Baby Show, Children’s Fancy Dress and a 
Miss Earlswood Contest. 
 
There were a number of disagreements between those who had lived in the countryside 
all their lives and those who had just left the town.  
 

1 There were those who complained bitterly about the awful smells they had to 
endure when the local farmer spread muck over the nearby fields! 

2 Residents were asked to keep their dogs under control and were warned that 
farmers were within their rights to shoot dogs suspected of worrying sheep. 
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In fact in 1973, 20 sheep were killed or injured by dogs on a local farm, the farmer 
drove his pick-up around the village displaying the mutilated bodies of the sheep, in 
order to bring home the seriousness of the situation to residents, and a lesson was 
learned. 
 
Whilst the village was being built there was a problem of rubbish dumping. On areas 
where houses were not yet complete and those amenity areas that had not yet been laid 
out, rubbish was frequently dumped, for others to clear up. Very few, if any of the resi-
dents ever owned up to this, it was usually done by outsiders who were too lazy to take 
a trip to the tip! 
 
In 1971 a Weekly Tote was introduced by the Residents’ Association in order to raise 
money for the Community Hall Fund. At the time it was considered that a decent size 
hall would cost in the region of £10,000. 
 
Before the shops were finished, tradesmen came to the village in vans and sold goods 
door-to-door, of course milk was sold, but also bread, meat, vegetables and fish were 
on sale. The shops were beginning to open for business towards the end of 1971, and a 
post box was finally installed at the shopping precinct. The first shop tenants were: 
 

The lower end of the village was disrupted before it had a chance to settle by a major 
project, the construction of the Blythe Valley Sewer, which cut a swathe through Little 
Cheswick and across the Recreation Ground. 
 
During 1972 the village as a whole was disrupted twice, first by British Gas converting 
us to ‘natural gas’ (North Sea Gas), then by the raising of the level of Watery Lane in 
order to reduce the risk of flooding. The original level can still be determined by look-
ing for the remains of the bridges that once crossed the river into the plots on the 
Mount Estate. 
 
The Recreation Ground and football pitch were finally laid out and seeded at the end of 
1972, ready for use the following year. 

1971 Owner Now 

Tara Ladies hairdresser Mrs P. Bond & Mrs E. Dua Pharmacy 

Holloways Off Licence  Off Licence and Post 
Office 

Hardware Store later videos Mr Coughlin Newsagent 

Newsagents Mr & Mrs Smith Indian Restaurant 

Grocer & Butcher Mr Boyce Kitchen Designer 

Greengrocer Mr & Mrs Corbettt Hairdresser 
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The Doctor’s Surgery was eventually opened in one of the ‘town houses’ built on Cop-
pice Walk, now The Alternative Health Centre. Our first Doctor was Doctor Payne, 
who was famous for standing as a candidate for the post of Chancellor of Oxford Uni-
versity, and his great concern for the health risks to people who lived close to power 
lines and electricity transformers. To most of the children who visited him he will be 
remembered for his advice to them to,’ Eat your greens’.   
 
The Cheswick Green Residents’ Association was still bringing pressure to bear for a 
telephone kiosk, a Post Office and a Chemists Shop. Negotiations with Davenports 
Brewery had started for the building of a Public House adjacent to the shops. By this 
time, mid 1972, 500 houses had been built and occupied on the village; Hockley Heath 
Parish Council had adopted certain areas of open space in the village, and was from 
then responsible for their upkeep. The Village Green was adopted early 1973. Another 
significant ‘milestone’ was the erection of a Cheswick Green Village road sign in 
Creynolds Lane, putting the village back on the map. But a 30 mph speed limit had not 
yet been imposed on the then still unadopted village roads. 
 
There were further complaints about smells in the village, this time the sewage works 
were blamed. But investigations proved that this was not the cause, the origin of the 
smells again was in fact due to a local farmer spraying his fields with ‘pig-slurry’, and 
as before they proved to be ‘good clean country smells’. 
 
By September of 1972 the Village Hall Fund had reached over £1,000 and there were 
350 members of the Association. A telephone kiosk was finally installed near the 
shops, and the ‘Solihull Shoppers’ bus service was extended to Fridays, as well as 
Tuesdays. Buses left the Green at 10.30 and returned from Solihull at 12.45 p.m. 
 
In January 1973 it was reported that outline planning permission had been granted for 
the Village Hall in Cheswick Green, and a Post Office Counter was opened in February 
within Holloways Off-Licence. 
 
For those interested in the history of Cheswick Green prior to the modern village, its 
early history, the Mount Pleasure Grounds, the Racecourse, the creation of the Mount 
Estate and its long running battle with Solihull Council, they can read much more de-
tail in a recently published book – Tanworth in Arden – A Introduction to the His-
tory of the Ancient Parish. Discover the location of the Nuclear Monitoring Bunker, 
the probable site of Medieval Benetford Water Mill and other interesting places around 
Cheswick Green. On sale at the Cheswick Green Post Office, Solihull Bookshops or 
from the author telephone: 01564 70 2108, price £14.95. 
 
More history of the Modern Village – extracted from previous issues of Cheswick 
green News – 1971-2004 - in the next issue.   Jon Pettinger 
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Cheswick Green Post Office 
01564 702856 
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Your Local History  
         Just Published 
Tanworth in Arden -  
An Introduction to the  
History of the Ancient  
Parish  
 

Contents  
·  The Natural Environment  
· History  
· Tanworth in Arden Village and Church  
· Hockley Heath Village and Churches  
· Cheswick Green  
· St Patrick’s School and Church  
· Earlswood  
· Tanworth Area Census Records  
· Rivers and Highways  
· Canals, Lakes and the Railway  
· The Felons  
· Earlswood Cricket Club  
· Shirley Racecourse  
· Shirley Golf Club  
· The Mount Pleasure Grounds  
· The Mount Estate  
· Modern Cheswick Green  
· The Blythe Valley Park  
· Dickens Heath  

 

By: John W. Pettinger 
282 Pages 

174 Illustrations 
Price £14.95 

On Sale at The Post Office 
or from the Author at: 

46 Coppice Walk 
Cheswick Green 

Telephone: 
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Editors’ page 
A Warning 

 
We would like to pass on a warning from a Cheswick Green resident.  A 
couple of months ago she was looking after her grandchild.  To help him fall 
asleep she took him for a ride around in her car, which happens to be new 
and expensive.  She drove back to her house, on the outskirts of the estate, in 
to her drive, and opened the garage door with the remote control. Carrying 
the baby she walked through the garage to turn off the burglar alarm, and as 
she returned to the car, still carrying the baby on her shoulder, she was 
jumped by three masked men who demanded the keys of the car.  She was, 
naturally, terrified, and blindly thrust the keys to the gang, who drove off in 
her car.  What a terrible experience! 
The warning is, if you are driving home in an expensive car, and see a 
strange car following you closely, don’t go straight to your house – drive 
around a little on busy streets till the car stops following you. 
(In case you are wondering about the end of the story: the car had a tracker 
fitted, so the police recovered the car almost immediately and one of the 
gang was caught.  But the lady had to have new locks on the car, and all over 
her house.) 
 
There have been several comments recently about the increase in the amount 
of dog fouling on the pavements: we see that new signs say ‘Maximum fine 
£1000’.  Perhaps we should all warn offenders when we spot them, for their 
sakes, as well as ours. 
 
And a correction: in the Summer issue, on the front page, we said ‘There has 
been a gap in publication because the Editor moved away’.  We should have 
said ‘…the Editor resigned, and no replacement could be found for a while’. 
 
*’Points to Ponder’ on page 3 by courtesy of Godfrey Nall – thanks Godfrey. 
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Competitions Page 
 
Nobody claimed the £5 for identifying the photo in the last issue.  As 
you can see, the small picture was part of a photo of a Doughnut! 
 
As far as Sudoku is concerned, (and does anyone know the correct pro-
nunciation of the word?) the solution to the last issue is shown here.  
Since the whole subject of Sudoku has grown enormously in the last 
few months, with puzzles every day in lots of newspapers, we will spare 
you any more from us. 
 
Question  Solution    
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DATA PROTECTION ACT: 
Residents are advised that The Association holds all residents' names and addresses on 
a computer database. The sole purpose is to permit the Officers to ascertain, at any 
point in time - but particularly at the AGM - the current paid up membership. If any 
resident has an objection to his/her name being held on this database, then it will be 
deleted upon application to the Chairperson on 01564 703631. 

Copy: if you have anything you would like considered for publication, 
please send it to The Editors – either the box in the Post Office, or phone 
01564-700039, or email to editors@mcarr.demon.co.uk. 

 

PLUMBING AND HEATING 
Installation, Servicing & Repairs 

Corgi Registered 
Stephen Smith 01564 200119 

CHARTERED  
PHYSIOTHERAPIST 

Member of Health Professional Council 

Julia Kilby  07929-739518 

JESS EXPRESS 
Specialist Dry Cleaners 

and Launderers 
Cheswick Green Post Office 

01564-702856 

GREYSTONE 
DECORATORS 

The Guild of Master Craftsmen 
call John 0121 359 3455 
Or Peter 0121 384 7376 
or see our display advert  


